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An Amazing Experience: Helping Out My Friends at H'(cA

Pauline Mangulabnan (pPhilippines)
BEFMAT BEHREER

| know that it is common in the university for students to
have part-time job. The first time |
heard of it, | was amazed as to how
handwork is embedded to the culture
and how these students are willing to work for luxuries they
want. Don’t get me wrong, | also did some part-time jobs
when | was in the university. But this is not a culture in the
Philippines. So, | did not really know who much difficult the kind of work
university students in Fukui Dai do until | helped my good friends who owns a
Japanese-style hotel in front of Mikuni’s sunset beach. | first did it last year and
was crying out of tiredness after a day of work. In spite of that, | decided to help
out again and write about it this year because of how humbling and how
wonderful the experience was for me.

| was already walking towards Kanikyu, which is located just in front of the sunset
beach, before 8 am in August 11. The road was busy with food stalls being
installed and beachgoers taking advantage of the yet cool time of the day. Cars
are starting to fill in the spaces of the parking
lots. That day was Mikuni’'s Fireworks Festival
that is why | expected the place to be full
with guests and festivalgoers. The rooftop
will be open for checked in guests and
special clients who want to watch the
fireworks from a distance with a full view of
the beach.

When | arrived, the kitchen was already busy. The couple had already starting
cooking and serving some guests with breakfast. Obaachan was there to help
too. | had to go straight to the dishwashing area and started working on the

dishes. So, there will be someone bringing the dishes in the kitchen; | will be
washing them and putting them in the dishwasher; someone else will be wiping
them and putting them back in the rack. It sounded simple but the manual labor
wasn't at all. You will be running here and there. One has to be very careful with
handling the dishes for you wouldn't anything broken. Dishes should be really
clean before putting them into the dishwasher. And the heavy warm rack should
be brought to the working table carefully. While all these are happening in the
dishwashing area, the chef could also be cooking breakfast for those who just
came in to eat. And some of us would have to leave our station to serve food to
the guests. But before these, hands should be washed, cleaned and wiped. It is
a beautiful chaos inside the kitchen as everyone sensitively moves around to
deliver the service each guest deserved.

After the dishes are washed, guests are done and the kitchen is cleaned, it is
then time to clean the whole place. By this time, most of the guests have
checked out and the rooms should be ready for the next ones.
Guests are usually from other prefectures who are traveling
around the area visiting places like Kyoto and then moving up to
Katsuyama then to Mikuni for the beach and then heading up
north to Kanazawa, etc. As the owners bid farewell, which is really

farewell for most of the guests book the same room for next year,
we then start cleaning each room. First things first, gather all the trashes and
separate the bottles and cans. The routine for each room is to remove the sheets
and covers, clean and fold the futons, gather the used towels and yukatas, wipe
EVERYTHING clean and dry it, sweep and vacuum the room, and then place all
the necessary toiletries, teacups, yukatas, etc. depending on the number of
guests that will use the room. The AC will then be turned on to make sure that it
will be cool by the time guests check in. Outside the rooms, every toilet, ofuro
and corridors are cleaned.

Cleaning the toilets, most especially the gentlemen, was interesting because (1) |
get to confirm how clean Japanese are when using the toilet; (2) given three



choices for the men, the most used one is the nearest to the door followed by the
one to its right; (8) and the men’s ofuro is a little smaller but deeper than the
female’s. | also learned how to optimise toilet cleaning time. First things first, flush
everything. Then, spray the bleach in every cubicle and let it stay while floors are
being swept and trashes are being thrown. Then, while sweeping, take note of
the number of tissues left to know how many should be added before scrubbing.
Then before scrubbing, fold the tissues beautifully. Because everything is
bleached already, it is then time for scrubbing followed by washing and wiping of
windows, doors, knobs, sink and mirrors. It has to look clean and smell fresh.

After all the cleaning, the kitchen and dining rooms become busy again as the
tables are set up for dinner. Every area in the washitsu is labelled with room
names and are arranged based on the course that they will have for dinner.
Children’s meals are different from adults’. After these, it is lunch time, shower
time and nap time. | thought | will be able to work on some of my papers in
between but my body was too tired to even lift a book.

Guests start checking in at 3pm but my work did not start
until 5pm. In the kitchen, five things are happening all at
the same time: 1. chef is cooking, 1. bento boxes for the
festival are prepared, 3. pans are cleaned and wiped, 4.
used pans and dishes are being washed, and 5. food are
being plated. A little later, food are being served to the
guests. For those eating in their room, it is delivered using
the food elevator. Food were served using really difficult
Japanese and observing service etiquettes like seiza, proper greetings and

bowing. Food is also arranged on the table so that the same courses are
similarly. The angles and positioning of the dishes are very important. In the
same way in the kitchen as we assemble the food in the plate, the chef teaches
us about how every plate should look like a painting. | was once assigned with
31 sushi bowls after the chef sliced the fish and had arranged one bowl. Colours
of the fish were taken into consideration as to where to put each fish. Wasabi is

also freshly grated using shark’s scale. Oh, | love that smell.

While the guests are eating their dinner in the dining halls, we then had to go to
the rooms and lay out futons with the list of guests in our hands. Before that,
bags were moved to the sides and tables are wiped and moved to give space for
the futons. Futons had to be pulled out, covered with
clean sheets and pillows. Then finally, the blanket or
towel, depending on the request of guests, will be
fixed. By the time guests are done eating, their rooms
are ready. During this particular day, most guests are
in the rooftop for the fireworks festival. The owners are
so kind that they allowed us all to watch the fireworks before heading back to our
stations. In the kitchen, we were welcomed with dishes to be cleaned and wiped.
| had actually learned to devise a system so that movement of dishes from the
sink to the rack is organised and does maximise time. It was again a battle in the
kitchen. At one point, my hands and whole body were aching already.

Then, one guest went out of her way to go peep into the kitchen just to say,
‘gochisosama deshita’. | was dead tired but suddenly | was re-energized by
those words. As | worked in the kitchen, | am understanding that beautiful phrase
deeper. Everybody in Kanikyu is working hard to give each guest the kind of
service and food beyond what they paid for. The food is stupendously delicious!
No doubt nor an inch of question about it. But more than that, the service is a
product of everybody’s collaborative effort and hard work. Every single detail is
well thought off; and is arranged in such a way that it is aesthetically appealing.
For example, the chef always reminds us that the arrangement on the plate
should be like a painting; and an art on the table. Another is that we clean as if
we and our family members are going to use the place. The guests work hard
everyday that we want to pamper them to show gratitude on those few vacations
that they have. There are more things | had learned from this experience and |
can keep on going on and on and on. But the bottom-line is that service should
come from the heart so that it is almost close to perfection.
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Introduction of Myanmar Dishes

Thin Zar Soe (Myanmar)
TR BLaRE B - EFIEEK

Hello, Min-ga-lar-par (this is greeting in Myanmar
Language). My name is Thin Zar Soe and | am from
Myanmar. | continue my studies of two year Master
Course Program specialized in Electrical & Electronic
Engineering in Fukui University since
October, 2015. It is my great pleasure to
introduce to you all about the scrumptious
dishes of my country so that you can try
when you travel in my country.

Myanmar, a country rich in history and
tradition, is located in South-East Asia and
is surrounded by neighbouring of Thailand,
Laos, China, India and Bangladesh. It is

famous for its many beautiful pagodas and
a unique cuisine.

Please enjoy our country’s famous food one
by one as follows. Hopefully you will be
interested and want to try.

1. Mohinga

No conversation about Myanmar food is complete without a mention of Mohinga.
This tempting dish is made from round rice noodles (rice vermicelli) served in a
hearty, herbal-based broth, often supplemented with the crunchy pith of the
banana tree, boiled eggs and sprinkled with deep fried fritters. It is a favourite
breakfast dish, but also a common snack at any time of day or night.

2. Rice and Myanmar Curry

Rice is the main product of Myanmar and the country is rich in agricultural
products, fruits as well as fresh water ‘river’ fish, meat and poultry. Therefore
Myanmar peoples’ staple food is ‘Rice’ accompanied by many different kinds of
‘curries’ and ‘salads’ which are typically of Myanmar taste and different from the
food of neighbours. Our lunch or dinner consists of hot steam rice, soup of
vegetables and side dishes. And main dishes are either with chicken, fish,
prawns, pork or mutton.

3. Green Tea Leaves Salad (La-Phet-Thoke)
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This is the most popular Myanmar food. To make the dish, the sour, slightly bitter
leaves are mixed with shredded cabbage, sliced tomatoes, fried peas, peanuts
and garlic; toasted sesame, fresh garlic, green chili, crushed dried shrimps and
dressed with peanut oil, fish sauce and lime. The dish can be a snack, an
appetizer or, coupled with a plate of rice. It is very unique and delicious.

4. Shan-Style Noodles

The dish is combination of thin, flat rice noodles in a clear, peppery broth with
marinated chicken or pork. It's served with a side of pickled vegetables.
Compared with other noodle dishes, it's relatively simple but also delicious
cuisine.

5. Nan-Gyi-Thoke

Tourists will love to try dry noodle dishes and the most popular one is nangyi
thoke. The dish takes the form of thick, round rice noodles with chicken, thin
slices of fish cake, par-boiled bean sprouts and slices of hard-boiled egg.

6. Nga-Pi-Yay (fish sauce)

Ngapi yay is made up of ngapi — a general term for pungent pastes made from
varieties of fishes. Fishes chosen to make sauce are salted. That ngapi is
needed to be boiled with a cup of water to get a brown paste fish sauce with a
strong aroma. Myanmar people generally eat it together with vegetables pieces
to be dipped in the sauce. Mostly the vegetables dips used are cabbage,
tomatoes, green mangoes, green chilli, okras, carrot, onions and garlic.

7. Noodles Salad (Khao-Say-Thote)
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This is a form of noodles hand mixed with a flavourful chili sauce and eaten with
cloves of garlic and chilies (left), Fresh Burmese spring rolls (right).

8. Ka-Chin Chicken Curry
Ka-Chin Chicken Curry is a famous indigenous Ka-Chin curry. The chicken is

14
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cooked with praew leaves. Some m T "‘:”‘V".

recipes use bamboo shoot and the (
result is a nice blend of sour and spicy
curry. It goes well with a bowl of white
rice.

9. Fish Rice Cake (Shan style)

This is a popular Shan styled rice cake
recipe where rice is mixed with fish
and potato to make a cake. Though it
is called “Sour Shan Rice” in Myanmar
language, the recipe tastes only
slightly sour but it's usually smooth and
sweet. Some may even prefer to eat
the dish as a main course.

10. Ra-Khine-Mone-Ti (Thin Rice Noodles with Fish Soup)
Often referred to
as ar-pu-shar-pu
(hot throat, hot
tongue) and as the
name suggests
that this dish of
rice noodles and
fish soup makes a
perfect way to
warm you during the winter. It makes other people think of Mohinga as they are
similar, but each of this has its own distinct taste. This dish comes from Ra-Khine
state on the west coast of Burma.

Mala Rejeki Manurung (indonesia)
BEFMRR REMEBRRE

Hallo, my name is Mala Manurung and enrolled as
teacher trainee since September 2015. Welcome to the
happy land of Fukui!By the time you read this writing, |
probably be in Indonesia since my program has finished
in March 2017. | think | don’t have to state where | am from as it is clear from the
title. In this writing, | will share how | enjoy the life in Fukui by also not losing the
excitement of being Indonesian.

Eventhough Fukui is well known as the happiest prefecture in Japan, but not
many Indonesians know and willing to study in Fukui. It can be seen that number
of Indonesian students always below 10 students every semester (Bunkyo
campus). It would be different if we see the number of Indonesian students in
Kansai area or Tokyo. Looking at the population, | am thinking of how to enjoy
being Indonesian altogether with Japanese and other International students. |

thought it will be impossible at the beginning, but at the end | am really amazed
to find it is possible as long as we have the passion to do that. Of course, | didn’t
do it by myself but also with other passionate Indonesian students.

First of all, we tried to seek any opportunity to introduce Indonesian culture in any
occasions. The things that | will share here is all the events held in University of
Fukui. Just for your information, beside in the University, there are also many
opportunities in the International Festival held by Fukui International
Association, you can read it in the FIA Pocket send digitally by Torao sensei, or
by joining any activities that can start
making connections.

The first event that we tried to do was
about presentation about Indonesia held
in Global Hub for International Students.
It was a good event of introducing some
countries and Indonesia was the first
country to be introduced.

16
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The event took about an hour where we gave presentation of Indonesia,simple
traditional games of Indonesia, delicious snack of Indonesia , “very sweet™ tea of
Indonesia and sing famous Indonesian song that has been translated and sung
by Japanese man Hiroaki Kato. It was long preparation at the beginning because
we need to divide the roles among 5 students and thinking about how to make it
fun for the audience. However, we glad that the audiences enjoyed that!

The second event was the Fukui Daigaku Festival for three days in May. It is an
annual event that students can participate in terms of clubs, food stand, etc. This
time Indonesian students participated in selling Indonesian food. It was
wonderful experience in following all the rules and see the difference of how an
event organized in Japan and Indonesia. | learn about the the value of being
independent and leave everything tidy. It is an unwiritten rule here in Japan. One
example, In Indonesia, when
you rent the tent, you will
have everything set for you
with the tables. In this festival,
you need to set your own tent
and guess what, no tables
provided! It was the first time
experience in setting up the
tent. Luckily, the tent was
easy to set and we also got
help from other people.

The other example, on the
last day, the committee
asked us to clean the
paving block that spilled
from the oil we used. In
Indonesia, we never have to
do it, especially to paving
block. So the next day after
the festival finished,we have
to brush the paving block to
ensure no more oil in that

place. What a different norm
that | had here!

The third event was the Indonesian Independence Day Celebration. This is
actually not the event of University, but special event of Indonesian. This is also
the first time held in Fukui . Independence Day celebration always celebrated by
having flag-raising ceremony and followed by the traditional games. The good
thing is we got fund from the Indonesian Embassy to held this ceremony by
inviting Japanese and other International people in Fukui. | think | was really glad
that we could show parts of the Indonesian culture to other nationalities. | was
moved especially when the Indonesian anthem sung together.
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Lastly, no matter your nationaly is, think to enjoy being your nationality by

introducing your culture with other nationalities. That time, we can learn to be
open-minded. Enjoy the life in happy land of Fukui, then!

BHOY )1 )(—
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On Campus Activities

160401 Welcome Party (Spring)
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160808-09 Summer Camp (Mt. Kunimidake)

160808 Summer Camp (Takasu Beach)
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161220 Christmas Party

170113 17* Ski Tour (Skidam Katsuyama)
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170119 Get-together party

170119 Get-together party
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170120 AED First-aid Training

170323 #fusEsH
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Some introductions about shrines

Li Mingjie (z= BiZ China)
TR RIRREE

Students from all over the world enjoy attending school
events about travel. There are two buses carrying nearly
50 of us to Kyoto.

f
Lﬂ Kyoto is a city with a long history in Japan. It was named
the capital of Japan since 794, when it was called "Heiankyo." It has since
become the capital of Japan many times and has become Japan's political and
cultural center. The capital was called "Kyoto" at the time in Japan, and later
evolved into "kyonomiyako", "kyo", "Kyoto".

Due to the distance, we plan to return to school that day, so we visited only two
spots in Kyoto, namely Kiyomizudera Temple and Kinkakuji Temple. Kiyomizu
Temple is the oldest monastery in Kyoto, built in 780 AD. The Kiyomizu Temple
covers a total area of 130,000 square meters. The main hall is 19 meters wide
and 16 meters deep. In front of the main hall is a vacant stage, supported by 139
round logs of tens of meters in height. The imposing temple architecture,
ingenious structure, did not use a nail. When the leaves fall thanks to the
occasion, vaguely can see the shadow of the leaves. A variety of shops selling a
variety of industry-like souvenirs, umbrellas, fans, dolls, manga derivatives and
many delicious Japanese cake.

'_'.: ; nx by )

People make a wish at the Otowa notakil

There are many foreigners in tourists, mostly Chinese. Scenic area signs are
marked with Japanese, English, Chinese and Korean. There are Japanese
characteristics is that many tourists wearing kimonos, of which one third of the
Chinese girls. Tourists all enjoy taking pictures with Japanese girls in kimonos.
Temple of the Golden Pavilion, also known as Luyuan Temple, because of its
main hall Shali Temple built magnificent, so long ago it was called the Golden
Pavilion Temple. Experiences of war, and arson incidents, today we see the Shali
Temple was built in 1955 as originally restored, in 1987 all the outer walls of gold
foil decoration are fully replaced, the current status.

Golden Pavilion

There are many shrines in Japan. Travel to Japan, many people will visit the
shrine blessing. There are many procedures for paying homage to prayer. The
road to the temple of the Shinto shrine is called “Sandou”. Japanese have a
habit, most of them are walking on both sides of the Sandou and seldom walking
in the middle of Sandou, because the middle of Sandou is left for God to walk.
Sandou end of the road, close to the shrine worship hall will see "hand water
homes." Before entering the temple, worshipers must clean themselves here.
Then, throw the money into the matchbox. Take a step back, pull the bell ropes
shake a second, the meaning of this action is also to tell the god you come to
visit. Bow around, clap twice. After taking a hand and gazing at the bow, here is
not to start wishing, but to the deities sincerely thank the past care, and in the
heart to say that shelf will also strive to achieve the next goal. After paying
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homage to the gods, put down your hands and bow once more, and then step
backwards and away, before turning again.

Lottery at the Japanese Shinto shrine is also something people like to do. For the
most part, God's signature is a fortunate piece of paper that is drawn in a

random fashion. There are "love" "work" and other fortunes. In accordance with
the order of "big luck"> "middle luck"> "small luck"> "fierce"> "big fierce", the
fortune gradually declined. If you get a good sign, you can take it away. If you
have taken a bad sign, you will be left at the sign office of the shrine and be
blessed by the shrine.

In the shrine there is a painted horse for prayers. Japanese horse as God's horse
since ancient times. Therefore, believers send their living horses to the shrine to
show their devotion or prayers. For the shrines, the horses need space to raise
fees. Due to the fact that the believers face the inconvenience of the high price of
horses, they have gradually developed into non-physical horse-shaped articles
such as Trojan horses, horses and paper horses. The final development of drawing
horses on the board, known as "painted horse." Now the stylized painted horse
shows a pentagonal "home" shape, printed on the shrine or temple name. One side
of the horse pattern, the other side of the blank for the letter to write the name, wish.

Ema of Kiyomizu Temple

There are many shrines and temples in Japan, and related activities will be held
regularly. The custom of etiquette is more complex. This article is only a general
introduction. The students who are interested in it must experience it.

Tojinbo Travel

Li Mingjie (z= BZ China)
TEHRRE SRIRREE

There are many articles by Mr. Lu Xun in Chinese
language textbooks. There are "From Baicao Yuan to
Sanwei Bookstore", "Social Theater", "Hometown", "Kong
Yi-ji", "Discarding the Pagoda", "Mr. Fujino", "Shouting",
"Blessing"," Remember Liu and Zhenjun "," Medicine "and so on. Most do not
remember the contents of the inside, but to see these topics, still very familiar. |
do not think the students knew about the traces left by the greats near the
school. However, this is a small trip, evoking the students miss Mr. Lu Xun's
feelings.
This is a small trip jointly organized by the Fukui Branch of Japan-China
Friendship Society and the Chinese Students Association at Fukui University. In

fact, members of the Friendship Association carry Chinese students to travel.

Members of the friendly association who came with us are older. Some of them
are studying in China when they were young.

Students taking pictures on the beach
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In the car, the grandfather took out the grapes and distributed them to us for
taste. Through his words, we learned that the grapes are grown by himselves. He
then took out cake, each of us ate a small piece, very sweet. Unfortunately, | do
not know what the name of the cake.

Half an hour to the first stop of our tour - Fu yen Temple. There is a grave of Mr.
Fujino Genkuro. It is Mr. Fujino written by Mr. Lu Xun. Opposite the temple is Mr.
Fujino's living room, standing in front of a large stone house, read " Fujino
Genkuro monument." Next to the house is his field, which is now planted with
beans. These are taken care of by his descendants. After we visited the stone
tablet and Fu Yen Temple, went to the next stop.

The grandfather of Japan China Frie.ndship Association and Overseas student
This attraction is the Tojinbo. At the seaside of Japan, | saw the sea for the first
time. Good weather of the day, many people climbed in the surfboard surf in the
water. There are also many families with children caught crabs by the sea. In
front of a wide sea, this beach is very empty. At this time, the people of the
association took out the fruits they prepared and the sushi was shared with
everyone. Each of us made a self-introduction back to the blue sea, singing, and
playing the harp. After the event, those grandfather and grandmather distributed

the wipes to us and then charged the garbage one by one with the plastic bags.
Tojinbo is the beach there are rocks, a lot of people taking pictures here.
Presumably at sunset the landscape is beautiful.

With a bit of exhaustion, we came to Awara, the last stop of our trip, to
experience footbath. In a narrow house, there are two rows of small ponds where
people can sit on the edge of their feet and the sign reads 43°C. Each pond has
a bucket-shaped table, where the hot springs pour out. Half an hour later we
gathered at the door, the last group photo. Just met a group of young people
wearing cosplay. One of the grandfather saw the curiosity in our eyes and invited
them to take a group photo with us.

Come across the young people of cosplay
On the way back | was thinking that this place is different from any place | lived
before. Different scenery, different living environment, the way is not the same,
people are different. | am somewhat envious of the life here.
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The difference between China and Japan in life

Li Mingjie (z= BiZ China)
TR RIRREE

Before coming to Japan, | was very worried that it would
be very hard to go from Osaka to Fukui University
because | could not speak Japanese. But the school is
very attentive to the itinerary sent to us, and wrote the
words "BITR OB, COMZERDDHAEACERETLLZEW, " On the road, | took
the itinerary, pointing to the above sentence to a man waiting for the next road
when asked, he said: "Are you a Chinese?" He turned out to be a Chinese.
According to statistics released by Japan's Ministry of Justice, as of June 30,
2017, the number of foreigners staying in Japan has exceeded 2.47 million, of
which 270,000 are foreign students. This is a very large group, which shows that
more students nowadays are full of longing for Japan.

There are many similarities and
differences in living and studying in
Japan. There are many Chinese
characters in Japanese, and many
Chinese who can not learn Japanese
can guess what they mean. This
allows many Chinese to live in Japan
more easily than people in other
countries. Wakasa painted chopsticks hall welcome the

arrival of the foreign students

have a course called "Traditional Industry." It is mainly to learn about the
following contents: Echizen paper, Echizen lacquerware, Echizen Tatsujin
Clubhouse, Echizen bamboo humanoid, Echizen soba. Many of these skills
originated in China and looked at familiar traditional industries. | even thought |
did not go abroad. China is an ancient civilization, the four ancient inventions,
papermaking, printing, compass, gunpowder world-famous. However, in the
modern era, many traditional industries have not been well inherited and
developed. Having studied and compared, you will find that Japan has done a

This semester has just passed and |

better job in these areas.

However, this does not affect China's innovation and development in other fields.
This year, young people from 20 countries along the "Belt and Road Initiative" have
selected China's "new four inventions": high-speed rail, sweep-code payment,
bicycle sharing and online shopping. The new big four inventions and people's
lives are closely related, such as going :
out without a wallet, mobile payment
code can be completed. Therefore,
many Chinese youth came to Japan
and found that living in Japan not only
requires cash but also purse to pack a
stack of coins. Another example is the
sharing of bicycles, people do not
need to have their own bicycles, you
can use shared bike anytime,
anywhere, which greatly facilitates the people's travel.

Shared bicycles in China

Of course, as a car kingdom in Japan, it has been very convenient for traveling.
However, there are many people in Japan riding bicycles, mostly students and the
elderly. Students are too young to drive, old people are too old and driving too
dangerous. China has entered an aging society and is the country with the largest
population of the elderly in the world. Aging means the reduction of the labor force
that creates value and the problem of serious old-age pension. But Japanese
seniors showed me vitality and freedom. Many elderly people travel even on
bicycles. Many elderly people like to travel. In addition, the most surprising to me
is the taxi driver, even grandfather. Of course, there is also an 83-year-old star
grandmother, Masako Wakamiya, one of the oldest iPhone app developers in the
world. This made me realize that the elderly are not the burden of society and will
create value or even more when retired people do what they really like to do.

| cherish the time | studied at Fukui University. There are many other things |
need to learn. There are many things that new generations of young people have
to do. | am honored to come to this with China have similar, there are many
different over-study.
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Communicate with children in English

Li Mingjie (z= BiZ China)
TR RIRREE

Oshio is a town 35km away from Fukui, where the town is
really small. From the train station to the public primary
school on the road, we understand the layout of the
entire town. Although the place is small, however, the
pattern of housing construction is not different from that of the city and can be
regarded as a small part of the residential area of the city.

As early as a month ago, Mioko, who taught English here, got in touch with
students through universities. This Wz L
is the second year Mioko has '
organized an event with 50
students enrolled in the age
group of 4-15 years old, mostly
under the age of ten. Content
mainly includes students'
performances in English,
interaction with foreign students,

Schoolchild and overseas student
communicate in English

scenario dialogues in mock
shops, and finally time spent
playing with children.

When we arrived at Civic Hall Primary School, they had already started their
previous activities and many parents sat down to watch. Watching their shows,
listening to children's English, is very good. Just a few words are pronounced as
katakana in Japanese, and the sound is Japanese.

In interactions with international students, students ask for some advance
preparedness by holding a card. Larger children can still do it on their own, with
some children accompanied by their parents and others with children only
laughing at you. Children's favorite store shopping scene simulation. Because
they can eat real ice cream, are actively involved.

After eating ice cream, many boys are familiar with us, began to slapstick with

us. They have not seen the renminbi, many children novelty looked at 5 yuan and
100 yuan look. Many children also learned how Abdi from Indonesia taught them
how to say hello to their boys so they practice and play hard.

When the event ended, a rainbow appeared in the sky and it was a rare double
rainbow. Can see such a scene, even Mis.Mioko are very excited. Few people in
the town, she was only an English teacher. Another English teacher at the event
was invited from other towns to help. Mis.Mioko is a mother of three children. It is

"A rainbow appeared at the end of the activity

not easy for a person to plan such an event.

When we parted, Mis.Mioko and the kids all talked to us and looked forward to
seeing each other again, and everyone knew it was just an expectation. This kind of
activity is only once a year, and we only have to stay here for one year. But | believe,
though the world is great when we are apart, but the world is small when we meet.

Schoolchild, teachers and overseas students
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Welcome to GOLDEN LAND M

Talara Miezel Legurpa (Philippines)
TEHR7E RRE

WOER T UEVERK, T4UEYDOL EFNYZILE
Ko TAUEVEFEULFRNeKESAED, WV ET TV E
SVEIFTANGD. WV VICENZSHSDD. T4 UEVD
CACIIE T H5< 400 AICALEL,

TAUEYDEEDICBEDAEEDIED DD, LWDH., T4 UEVDTAEFHDL
T LHUHLTWSD, 1 RAT 3DDDVBIFASBDL,. B8 DS 12 B'DETH
HHBHBL.

T4 UEYOWBEEAIFATEER. ABLAEDT, TR, LWDH, JrUEYD
ANFEDNDANZTDEAD. TNHS. T4 UEVICEcEE LEELE—THe<h
HBo IEEFENNVT, e E=FTYAAF LIS TUHBVERFADSHL, T
ARAFEINSDTVETERETHULELT, TEDL. TUT, DHPETHHBL,
SHDBNCENVESATESHER T EAWVD, TAHFE/ISTAVNBENS
BHNZ LK CANSBZUICL D, KBITI—T 4 —DICEPHTETHIZDO LW, HIE
TABDOULHEV? Ued. ToUEVICETEEL),

Thwin Myint Myint Maw (Myanmar)
BEFHRE HRE

President State Counsellor

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, is a Southeast
Asian nation of about 135 ethnic groups, bordering India, Bangladesh, China,
Laos and Thailand. It is famous for its glittering pagodas, scenic areas, cultural
treasures and historical sites and also rich in jade, gems and natural resources.
Undoubtedly, Myanmar is a great place to visit at any time of the year. Let's
explore the major attractions and the top best things you must do when you are
in Myanmar.

Yangon

It is the largest city of Myanmar with a variety of top sites and attractions with
long history (eg. Shwedagon Pagoda, Sule Pagoda, Chaukhtatgyi Pagoda,
Kandawgyi Park etc). There is much to be discovered and enjoyed. Shwedagon

hwedagon Pagoda Kandawgryi
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Pagoda, the landmark of our country, is a gilded stupa on the top of it, little
golden umbrella looking thing, called “ Hti” which is made up of gold, jewels and
diamonds. Being a well-preserved heritage monument which enshrines strands
of Buddha's hair and other holy relics, it is the most sacred religious site in
Myanmar.

Mandalay

It is the second largest city and the last royal capital. This is the city where the
pilgrims can pay homage to Mahamyatmuni Pagoda, 4-meter high statue made
of gold and precious jewels. Next, in its centre is the Royal Palace surrounded by
the rectangular shaped walls and by the wide and deep moat.

Another holy place, Mandalay Hill, is a 230m high hill along its path covered with
temples and monasteries. Interestingly, it overlooks the city, offering stunning
360 views of the whole city. No trip to Myanmar is complete without a visit to
Jade Pagoda. It is considered as the world’s first pagoda which is built entirely
out of Jade worth about $15million.

Mandalay Hill Jade Pagoda

One more place the visitor shouldn't miss is Pyin Oo Lwin. It is a scenic hill town
located in the Shan Highland, at an altitude of 1,070 meters. Interesting and

famous pagodas like Pyichit, waterfalls, natural caves, garden, cool weather and
local products are key draws to the city. Deedote waterfall is a nice place with
pathways and bridges to go around and enjoy the view from different angles. The
visitors should also make a visit to Peik Chin Myaung natural cave.

Pyichit Deedote

Main annual activity is Flower Festival which is
annually held at Kandawgyi Botanical Garden in
December. It displays about 170,000 flowering plants
and floral sculptures. When you have a chance to

experience it, you'll understand why people call Pyin
Oo Lwin, the city of flowers.

Bagan Plus Mount Popa

Bagan is an ancient city with over 2000 pagodas, along the bank of Ayeyarwady
river and one of the most significant archaeological sites of South East Asia. It'll
be of great delight to explore pagodas, archaeological museums, handicrafts,
votive tablets, wall paintings, impressive views and hot balloon rides. Being
home to temples, stupas and pagodas, Bagan is the largest concentration of
Buddhist religious monuments.
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Next, its lacquerware has unique style and the finest
quality. Moreover, the area is well known for traditional
dance and puppet. Surprisingly, seeing sunrise and
sunset will be the magic experience. Another stunning
feature of Bagan is taking hot air balloon rides as it
offers amazing overall views of Bagan.

4

There are more destinations for the visitors to discover: Mount Popa, an extinct
volcano at 1518meters above sea level and Taung Kalat ( Pedestal Hill). They
are famed for being home to 37 spirits. The area surrounded by greenery has a
lot of streams. It is therefore likened to an oasis in the dry central zone of
Myanmar. Trekking will reward the visitors with a spectacular view of the

surrounding plains and Mount Popa itself.

A

Taung Kalat

Taunggyi

This city will make the rewarding visit. Taunggyi is
set on a high plateau bordered by massive
mountains. It's a well-known city for religious and
historical places, secretive caves, fire balloons
festival, ethic tribes and their rich cultures. Most
memorable in Taunggyi will be the time when you
find picturesque Inle lake, famous for the floating villages, gardens and markets
and unique leg-rowing of local Inntha people.

If it is your first-time visit, be careful not to miss

Fire Balloon Festival, a greatest local event,
celebrated in November yearly and characterized
by fireworks and colorful array of numerous
balloons in different shapes and sizes.

Kyaiktiyo Pagoda

It is one of the three most Buddhist Pilgrimage sites in Myanmar. It is a gilded
pagoda which sits on top of the huge golden rock perched at its summit,
delicately balancing on the edge of 1100-meter high mountain. Hiking to the top
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of the mountain is possible for the path is straightforward and well-paved, but it
may last about 5hours and be an exhausting journey than taking truck. Famous
activity, Nine Thousand Lights Festival, takes place and features food offering at
dawn and candle lighting at night. | am sure no one will deny that it's worth
visiting.

Other Cities and Attractions

On behalf of my country, | warmly welcome everyone,
“Come and visit Myanmar to experience its wonders and enjoy the delightful and
rewarding visits”.
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Essays on life & E4E R
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Support Deciphered

Sonaleeca Das (india)
HEFHAE BEMEBEE

That year had just turned eleven. People called it
November. Many Novembers had come and passed
without a mark until that year.

Chill had made its way through mist and unsettling
downpours along Fukui coast. Tiring days had joined hands with mental fatigue.
Comfort of a warm, cosy blanket appeared lucrative than a morning 8:45 class.
Landscape of the city and contours of garment shops were changing. Warm
fashionable clothes were hypnotically compelling the window shoppers to slim
down the bulging wallets. Christmas was still a month and half away. Present
generation was spoilt with choice. Designers knew exactly, who to target, given
the enhanced purchasing power. And college goers had ample choices in the
stores for an approaching season of cold and snowy wilderness of the Hokuriku
coast.

Moving from a tropical region, charm of ‘momiji’ had started casting an addictive
spell. Psychedelic kaleidoscope of autumn glory was gradually transforming this
part of the world into a tourist’s paradise. A paradise to be experienced before
the darkness of white blanketed everything else in this part of the world.

The more captivating this paradise, gloomier the days had turned out to be.
Universal language was gradually losing its’ charm amidst the trumpets of
multiple scripts that one had to rote only to realise how slow paced mind had
become with age.

However, greener pastures were never out of sight and never too far away.

A month back when taxi had stopped at the entrance of the university, sunshine
reminded of the subcontinent she came from. Everything else was so distant and
strange. Suddenly, she had been transported into a virtual world. As if, reality
had ceased to exist and she was floating in an unknown space that did not
belonged to her though she had the will and eagerness to make it a part of her
world. Words could be heard, but not understood. People could be seen but not
touched. Green was greener than what she had ever seen. Blue was bluer than

64



65

acrylic. Everything was so perfect.

Flawlessness of the place had gradually started to sink in when ripples of
linguistic inability blurred a happy vision of staying here. During one such
delusionary moment, when she was crossing the first patch of zebra inside the
campus, she was brought into the reality by a stunning, evergreen, and slanting
friend. He was standing tall to her left.

He had become her first and fast friend in the campus.

Every morning he welcomed her with a broad bright smile and every evening she
bid him adieu with a promise to adore him the next morning. During a course of
one month, they had become best friends.
Strength of their friendship was nourished
by an absolute absence of a perceived
language. Both of them had mastered the
art of exchanging feelings through the
universal language that could be heard
and felt only by them.

One such morning she had just arrived in
daigaku when a group of men and women
in blue and white uniform restricted their
meeting unintentionally. She could not use
a language they used. She was a novice
in that. She could not ask of their
presence. Hence, inquisitive as always,
she stopped there for a while and
transmitted her query to him. He understood and replied, “Go and attend your
classes. See you at 12:00 during hiruyasumi. | will be free by then.”

She leaped towards the class with a raising hope to meet him soon. It was
hiruyasumi. She jumped out of the class. Reached the meeting point with blink of
an eye.

‘Hey, you appear different!” She asked surprised at the change in appearance.
‘Different! Phew? | am unique, you know,” he was smiling.
‘Ah! You are smiling. Look at these beams? Columns? Ropes? What for? Why?’

she showered questions on him.

‘Hold on. Hold ooooon.....We have enough of shower every day. And that’s’ too
cold,” he tried to tease her with childish remarks.

‘I am worried. Are you ill?’ concern could be seen. Lines appeared between her
brows.

‘No..no..no...l enjoy this armour every year,” he replied.

‘Every year? Armour? | am confused.’

‘Yup..This is my support system for the approaching tougher times. Not only I.
Look around and everyone has a support.’

She looked around and found everyone equipped. Nobody had been left out. Tall
or short, strong or weak, men or women, trees or flowers....all appeared having
an armour.

‘But you are strong enough to withstand the tide. Wont’ you?’ she implored.

‘What if | can’t?’ he threw a question for which she was not prepared.

‘I may appear strong. | have well pruned boughs. Slope on me allure adoration.
But, sympathy and worry too,” his voice had softened. ‘My uniqueness is my
weakness, dear friend. Angle of my beauty may not resist gravity. If | am gone
(paused) lament won't justify lapse.” He was speaking a language that she could
hardly comprehend.

‘| can’t understand what you are speaking friend. You are beyond comprehension
today,” she expressed her inability.

‘Make hay while the sun shines,” he continued and smiled again. He shaked his
boughs and moved closer to her.

Within seconds she stood there in unison with him. They were now transported to
a consciousness where boundaries dissolved. His soul guiding hers’ into that
realm of consciousness where questions and answers ceased to exist. While
floating in this realm, she realised that every soul in this part of the world dwelt in
a positive mental domain. Antagonising thoughts and words had no existence.
There was an all pervading acceptance and empathy. A cosmic symphony was
vibrating in every being. An undercurrent of preparedness was reverberating
through every soul of the place.

It started to rain. They had to feel the physical forces again. Support had been
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deciphered. She had become a part of that world now. No longer a stranger in
the absence of a language. She realised the support system that she was
surrounded with — teachers, tutor, guides and shelter. Everything she had been
provided with was a part of the support system that operated within the universe
of consciousness. That moment she decided to embark on a journey of life time
towards deciphering the all pervading support system; the positive domain
where everyone in this part of the world lived. Her friend, with a refreshing and
infectious smile, whispered into her ears, ‘Summer is never too hot, winter is
never too cold; we live in the world of consciousness. Welcome to our world,
dear friend.’
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On Campus Activities
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170404 Welcome Party (Spring)

170527 Campus Festival Malaysia




170928 Welcome Party (Autumn)

171215 AED First-aid Training
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171219 Christmas Party

78



79

1801 18 Get-together Party

1801 18 Get-together Party
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Putra Bahagia (Indonasia)

Hello. My name is Putra bahagia, | am from Syiah kuala
University,Aceh. For now, | am studying at Fukui University as an
exchange student for 1 year.

Actually, this is my first time in designing magazine cover and | am
very glad to be part of Kokoronet magazine . | chose “Japan and
World” as a theme. In cover front, | drew the vector of world and
put several country’s flags under it. Low poly is a basic vector for
the world’s picture. | also placed sakura flower in front to represent
Japan. On the back cover, | described japan in many kind of
buildings, mount Fuji and the sunrise. sakura flower was also
placed in the top.

Finally, this is how | described Japan and World in Kokoronet
magazine. It could be not a perfect design. So | need more practice
and suggestions from you. Thanks
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