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Kanji Teaching in the Zengakumuke Nihongo course
—A Case Study of Kanji Teaching for Japanese Language Learners

in the Pre-intermediate Level —

TAKASE Kimiko, SUYA Syoko, SAITO Masumi, KUWABARA Yoko

The Zengakumuke Nihongo course, one of the Japanese language courses available at the
International Student Center of Fukui University, has four levels from the Nihongo I class
for beginners to the Nihongo IV class for advanced learners. In this course, kanji teaching
starts in the NihongolIlclass. In this paper, one of the topics discussed is the process
by which we have taught our current method for learning kanji. In addition, the paper
investigates effectual kanji teaching for Japanese learners from both a kanji and a
non—kanji background. As for the kanji textbook, we now use [Minna no Nihongo Kanji I

(English Edition) ] .Through an analytical comparison of a few kanji textbooks and
individual interviews with students, four methods for improving kanji teaching have been
found. At first, useful kanji for daily use should be introduced to make the students life
more convenient. The following kanji [#f. ¥, 3C. 1E. ®:. M. B, &. H. . . 5.

t&. H] should be added to the textbook. Secondly, an explanation of how kanji are composed

should be given step by step. Thirdly, On—Kun ( i - Il )readings should be taught at the
same time by reminding students of words that they have already learned. Finally, to teach
how to write kanji is also important even for learners from a kanji background because
some of the kanji characters used in China are simplified and different from the ones used

in Japan.

Key words : kanji teaching, Japanese learners with a non—kanji background and a kanji

background, selecting kanji characters for students to learn,
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