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Source: Rom, M.C., Hidaka, M., & Walker, R.B. (2022). Introduction to political science.
OpenStax. https://openstax.org/books/introduction-political-science/pages/1-3-political-

science-the-systematic-study-of-politics
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Q 1. According to the reading, what is the main goal of political science?

(A) To advance the scientific status of governmental action
(B) To influence the choices made by government institutions
(C) To judge the behavior of politicians and ruling parties

(D) To understand the nature of political decision-making

Q 2. Which of the following words is closest in meaning to the word “benign” as used in the
following sentence in paragraph 4?

“Some uses of political science are not so benign.”

(A) Tbeneficial
(B) damaging
(C) harmless
(D) hostile



Q 3. According to the reading, “Some uses of political science are not so benign.” Which of the

following activities would be considered “not so benign”?

(A) A government regulating the internet for public safety
(B) A political party encouraging online influencers to publicize fake information
(C) Celebrities supporting political candidates on social media

(D) All of the above

Q 4. What is the meaning of the word “actors” as used in the following sentence?

“Motivated actors can and have used political science knowledge to manipulate voters and

suppress vulnerable populations.” (paragraph 4)

A) A participant in an action or process

=

A person who behaves in a dramatic way

\®

One whose profession is to act on a stage, in a movie, or a show

—~ o~~~

D) Someone who behaves as though they are acting a part

Q 5. Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word “susceptible” as used in the
following sentence in paragraph 4?
“When people understand how political science works, they are less susceptible to such

manipulation and suppression.”

A) equal

=

suspicious

A

vulnerable

_ o~~~

=

worried

Q 6. What is another way to say the following statement “virtually nothing is always the case”

in paragraph 6?

(A) Almost nothing is true.
(B) Everything is constantly changing.
(C) Practically nothing is universally true.

(D) There is nothing we can predict.



Q 7. Which of the following would be an example of a probabilistic event as introduced in the

text?

(A) Adding the numbers 5 and 5 together gives the answer 10.
(B) Going to a gym every day improves health.
(C) Jumping in a lake results in becoming wet.

(D) Mixing blue and yellow paint results in green paint.

Q 8. Why does the author think that political science is “scientific”?

(A) Because by collecting better data through additional research, it is always possible to
strengthen the results of a political science research project.

(B) Because in politics, certain political events always trigger the same exact results, no matter
the country or society within which they occur.

(C) Because political science uses a methodical process with logic and evidence in order to
discover answers to important problems.

(D) Because the answers that political scientists discover through research are never guaranteed

until they are verified by another scientist.

Q9. Which of the following would best replace the word “tentative” in paragraph 9?

“A hypothesis is a tentative statement about reality that can be tested to determine whether

it is true or false— or, in practice, supported or unsupported based on the evidence.”

A) conclusive

=

incorrect

A

personal

—_ o~~~

=

trial

Q10. This reading comes from a textbook on political science. By looking at the reading, what

type of information would you expect to read next in the text?

(A) A discussion about how to develop a hypothesis
(B) Explanations and definitions of two fields of political science
(C) Further information on the scientific method

(D) Specific case studies in political science
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Source: Kobayashi, T., & Ichihara, M. (2024, May 9). Japan’s accidental resilience in the
disinformation age: Political disengagement has helped insulate Japan from ‘fake
news. Is that a good thing? The Japan Times. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/
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Q 1. Which of the following statements would the authors most likely agree with?

(A) Information literacy education should be provided to minimize disinformation.

(B) Online media should be maximized to explain what is behind the facts and data issued by
the Japanese government.

(C) People should be careful about sharing information found online.

(D) People should proactively make use of online media to educate themselves.

Q 2. What does “they” refer to in the following sentence from paragraph 1?
“They can exacerbate political polarization, affect the outcome of elections and even fan the

Sflames of violence.”

A) False statements by mainstream media

=

Politicians who tell lies

\®

Problems faced by politicians

—~ o~~~

D) Untrue and misleading stories on social media

Q 3. Which of the following is the best rewriting for the first sentence in paragraph 4?

“Language is often seen as an information buffer.”

A) Language is frequently used to block information.

=

Language is generally seen as a source of information.

Language is normally thought to preserve information.

_ =~ =~ o~
=N
= <

Language is usually considered a filter for information.

Q 4. According to the reading, which of the following is not a reason for why Japanese people

are exposed to less disinformation compared to other countries?

(A) Artificial intelligence is accurate with the language but not the culture of Japan.
(B) Japanese is not widely spoken in other countries in the world.
(C) Japanese people tend to have less trust in information found on the internet.

(D) There is more overall trust toward mainstream media and newspapers in Japan.
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. What does “democratization” most closely mean in the following sentence?

“In the early days of the internel, in particular, many welcomed the ‘democratization’ of

news and the proliferation of perspectives and voices that it enabled.” (paragraph 9)

Governmental regulation of the internet to control who can share information
The ability for everyone to create and share news content
The creation of a new political system for publishing news online

The use of voting to decide which news is shared on the internet

. Which statement is closest in meaning to the following quote from the article?

“lapanese use the internet for personal communication, shopping, gaming — just about

anything except trumpeting their political views.” (paragraph 10)

Although Japanese people use the internet for many purposes, they do not use it to push
their political ideas.

Japanese people are big fans of trumpets and gaming, but they do not share their ideas
about politics online.

Japanese people consider the internet instrumental in expressing their political views.

Japanese people dislike discussing politics face to face, and prefer to discuss them online.

. Why do the authors mention the 2011 Fukushima accident in paragraph 12?

Because it shook the citizens’ confidence in social media
Because Japan’s accidental resilience was in crisis
Because of disinformation spread by foreign propaganda

Because some people distrusted the reports in the mass media

. Which of the phrases below best completes the following sentence in paragraph 13?

«

accidental resilience created by political disengagement, Japan needs to build
more positive buffers against disinformation, including through information-literacy

education.”

According to
Although
Due

Instead of



Q9. What does “bottom line” most closely mean in the following sentence in paragraph 15?
“The bottom line is that Japan has fared relatively well in the age of disinformation, but ils

accidental resilience should not be laken for granted.”

(A) background
(B) detail

(C) key point
(D) portion

Q10. Why do the authors call resilience to disinformation in Japan “accidental resilience”?

(A) Disinformation campaigns have not been very successful in Japan because most people
distrust online media.

(B) Japan has not been affected by English-language disinformation campaigns.

(C) Mainstream media has been successful in maintaining the Japanese public’s trust.

(D) The prevention of disinformation has been successful due to the general disengagement from

politics in Japan.
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What three things should a foreigner know about your culture so that you can understand each

other better? Give reasons/examples to support your answers.
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