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An analysis of the errors concerning the meaning of vocabulary on the reading processes for aca-
demic papers of intermediate Japanese learners from non-Kanji cultures

—from the observed data of the process of reading academic papers concerning educational
practices

Yoko Kuwabara

This paper investigated the reading processes for academic papers by intermediate Japa-
nese learners from non-Kanji cultures. The results showed that there are five main types of diffi-
culties in reading academic papers which learners who have just started to learn how to read
academic papers will encounter.:

(a) to divide Hiragana-character strings into the appropriate words

(b) to read appropriately the sentence final expressions of literary forms with the sentence end-
ing "de aru"

(c) to distinguish the Kanji characters from different Kanji with similar shape

(d) tolook up the word meaning by dictionary

(e) to chose appropriate meanings of the words or example sentences from a dictionary and to

understand the meaning of technical terms.

Keywords: academic papers, reading process, intermediate Japanese learners from non-Kanji cul-

tures, educational practice





