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Dear everyone,

I just want to let you know that I had a great time reading story to J-kun. He is a smart boy. The
way he diverted my attention from the story by asking other questions not related to the story,
made me realize he is intelligent too. You know what? He is really skilled in doing that. I didn’t even

notice that during the lesson because the flow was so smooth with the conversation coming in from
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the either side. It was last night that while I was thinking about the entire session I had with him,
I realized I had been carried away several times by his talks amid reading him a story. That’s so
surprising, the boy of his age being able to wash others with his talks. So far, I did encounter a few
kids trying to do that but somehow I used to get a feeling of them trying for it during the session
itself. This didn't happen to me in case of J-kun. He is really smart.

He finds difficulty in pronouncing three syllable words but I am sure he will make it with time. This
shouldn’t be a problem though.

All in all T had fun teaching him and for this lovely experience, thank you all. I look forward to
enjoying many more lessons with J-kun.
Regards,
S

Dear everyone,

A-san and I read the story with K-chan and had a great time with her.

She is a nice girl and always takes care about her brother, J-kun. They have a good relationship. At
first, we read the story in English because we could get English translation. I am glad to hear that she
could understand the story and enjoyed reading it. Then she tried to answer some questions we made
about the story. Some questions were difficult for her, but she could finish. That's good. We have not
finished the story yet, so we're going to read the rest of the story and prepare the questions about it
to make sure her understanding.

I think that she doesn't have enough opportunities to write and read in English. So, we want to
study with her in plenty of time.

I'm looking forward to seeing you next Monday. Thank you:)

Regards,
E
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A Collaborative Reflection on “The SHIBU KATSUDO of Hokuriku Branch 2018 of the Society for
Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language” with a Focus on Reflective Practice Report Writing as a
Means of Cultivating Professional Learning among Japanese Language Teachers

Yoshiko Hanbara, Fusako Tsujibata, Yoko Kuwabara

This paper is a collaborative reflection of the authors as organizers on the efforts, arrangements
and outputs of the ‘Society for Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language Hokuriku Branch SHIBU
KATSUDO Conference’ which was held last September 2018 in Fukui. This conference aimed at
supporting sustainable practices and reflections of Japanese language teachers in the Hokuriku region
in Japan. For that purpose, the design of the conference is rooted on the idea of creating a space where
practitioners can openly and nonthreateningly share with each other (ie. we are calling it, exchange
learning style) as opposed to the more customary lecture style.

In this paper, the authors (ditto organizers of the conference) reflected on the process of
designing and organizing the conference, and on specific practices as coordinators of a multicultural
co-existence between Japanese teachers and international students. Moreover, the reports (practice
records) of the practices shared, the actual happenings during the said conference, and the new
insights that the participants were able to gain were summarized and reviewed. As a result of the
analysis, the authors propose the value of practice records sharing in supporting Japanese language

teachers’ growth as professionals.

Keywords: Practitioner professional development, culture of practice records



