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The University Students' Process of Designing Learning Support System for a Foreigner in a
Japanese Elementary School ; A Coordinator's Reflection

Yoshiko Hanbara

This paper discusses how the researcher followed and reflected on the whole process of es-
tablishing a learning program support with university students of University of Fukui for minor-
ity children with foreign roots, more specifically on the case of M-chan. M-chan is from China and
is being supported by these University of Fukui students for two (2) years and eight (8) months
already — the longest support program the researcher is handling. The learning support pro-
gram initially started with only three university students; but has now grown and developed into
a much larger scale as more people and various organizations have been involved in the process.
Aside from M-chan, the university students supporting her learning have also been maturing —
taking a more positive and conscious responsibility to provide better support for her. Hence, in
order to actively contribute to these university students' growth, the researcher discusses the
cultivation of 'community of inquiry' as a product of accumulated experiences, practices and re-

flection cycles as a more sustainable model of support for these young practitioners.

Keywords: reflection, practice record, coordinator's practice



