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The Language Center FEFTVY— @xsicantsve—-yTd,

UF Students “Go Global !” SEARICES Yy —RICEES

nNE7ZIVIN—k-L—F—F&EHNS

First of all, | would like to thank President Fukuda for the opportunity to come to the University of Fukui
(UF) to assist in making the Language Center (LC) a key component in the education of all UF students. Last
year, the LC was wisely guided in its infancy by Professor Sadayuki Nakane, who is now assisting me as |
become familiar with the UF educational system. | feel lucky to have worked at Akita International University
for the previous eight years and am now ready and eager to take on new challenges of helping to reform
English education at UF with my colleagues from the Faculties of Education and Regional Studies, Medical
Sciences, and Engineering. | am excited to meet as many students as possible and to teach you.

As a student, you might think, “l have heard the term globalization too often and | am not personally
affected by it. Why worry?” It is too easy to think, “Japan is an island nation. I love Japan and | have everything
I need right here.” Unfortunately, it is not realistic to think that way any longer.

Once you develop a critical approach to globalization and its impact on Japan, you will quickly find out:

e Japan imports approximately 60% of its food each year.

* Gas used to heat the water you use to take a shower might come from Indonesia.

e Ball pens you use in class might include plastic made from Saudi Arabian oil and metal from Australia.

e Some Japanese companies like UNIQLO, for example, outsource their manufacturing to China, so that a

number of “Japanese” products are not made in Japan, as a matter of fact.

The list goes on and on, but the point is concise: Japan is “Japan”
because other countries help to sustain its lifestyle, just as Japan does
for other countries. If you want to maintain this Japan for a long
time, you must contribute actively to the world as well, or you might
soon lose this Japan.

Communication for international purposes is essential today. As
you continue to use Japanese for intranational purposes, it is time to
take seriously the challenge of acquiring a foreign language like
English or Chinese, so that your generation of Japanese young people
will not be left behind as globalization mounts an aggressive and
dynamic movement worldwide.

BRI —HWE:
(EnS)IRBS A PREE L—F—FELBESA

Albert Lehner
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