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Badminton Club in University of Fukui (UF)

My Prefecture, My Country Sun Temple at Konark, India

Pham Thi Thanh Kieu (X ~F /)
EFFMIR IR HERITEESEE

For those who love badminton!

| would like to introduce to you the badminton club in UF.
On Monday and Wednesday every week at 5.30pm, club
members will gather and have badminton practice.

When | first joined the club, | felt really worried because neither of my Japanese
nor English is good at all. | feared that | would not be able to express myself
clearly enough. | didn’t even know if | could make friends here. What is more, my
badminton skills are also quite bad, to be honest. However, everything was
beyond all of my expectation. However, Japanese students in the club welcomed
me warmly and taught me how to play badminton from very basic skills. Thanks
to them, everything was getting better and better for me. | have improved a lot
not only my badminton skills but my Japanese as well. | have made many new
friends, of course. Through the club’s activities, international students like us
have the chance to experience various Japanese cultures as well, which can be
named such as senior-junior relationship; the so-called Bi+=1EZMD 31t (drinking
for work purpose), etc.

If you do love badminton,
please do not hesitate to
join the club. This is a
good opportunity for you
to both practise playing
badminton and make new
friends. You know, it's
worth it!

SONALEECA DAS (India)
HEFRAE BEREBREE

On the shores of the Bay of Bengal, bathed in the rays of
the rising sun, the temple at Konarak is a monumental
representation of the sun god Surya's chariot; its 24
wheels are decorated with symbolic designs and it is led
by a team of six horses. Built in the 13th century, it is one of India's most famous
Brahman sanctuaries.

The Sun Temple at Konarak, located on the eastern shores of the Indian
subcontinent, is one of the outstanding examples of temple architecture and art
as revealed in its conception, scale and proportion, and in the sublime narrative
strength of its sculptural embellishment. It is an outstanding testimony to the
13th-century kingdom of Orissa and a monumental example of the
personification of divinity, thus forming an invaluable link in the history of the
diffusion of the cult of Surya,the Sun God. In this sense, it is directly and
materially linked to Brahmanism and !
tantricbelief systems. The Sun Temple
is the culmination of Kalingan temple
architecture, with all its defining
elements in complete and perfect form.
A masterpiece of creative genius in
both conception and realisation, the
temple represents a chariot of the Sun
God, with twelve pairs of wheels drawn by seven
horses evoking its movement across the
heavens. It is embellished with sophisticated and
refined iconographical depictions of
contemporary life and activities. On the north and
south sides are 24 carved wheels, each about 3
m in diameter, as well as symbolic motifs
referring to the cycle of the seasons and the




months. These complete the illusionary structure of the temple-chariot. Between
the wheels, the plinth of the temple is entirely decorated with reliefs of fantastic
lions, musicians and dancers, and erotic groups. Like many Indian temples, the
Sun Temple comprises several distinct and well-organized spatial units.
The vimana (principal sanctuary) was surmounted by a high tower with
a shikhara (crowning cap), which was razed in the 19th century. To the east,
the jahamogana (audience hall) dominates the ruins with its pyramidal mass.
Farther to the east, the natmandir (dance hall), today unroofed, rises on a high
platform. Various subsidiary structures are still to be found within the enclosed
area of the rectangular wall, which is punctuated by gates and towers. The Sun
Temple is an exceptional testimony, in physical form, to the 13th-century Hindu
Kingdom of Orissa, under the reign of Narasimha Deva | (AD 1238-1264). Its
scale, refinement and conception represent the strength and stability of the
Ganga Empire as well as the value systems of the historic milieu. Its aesthetical
and visually overwhelming sculptural
narratives are today an invaluable
window into the religious, political,
social and secular life of the people
of that period. The Sun Temple is
directly associated with the idea and
belief of the personification of the Sun :
God, which is adumbrated in the Vedas and classical texts The Sun is
personified as a divine being with a history, ancestry, family, wives and progeny,
and as such, plays a very prominent role in the myths and legends of creation.
Furthermore, it is associated with all
the legends of its own artistic creation
— the most evocative being its
construction over twelve years using

1,200 artisans — and the stories about
the deep commitment of its master

builder, Bisu Moharana, to the
Migratory Birds from Siberia project, in which his son (who was born

during this period) later became involved. Konéarak’s location and name are
important testimonies to all the above associations, and its architectural
realisation is associated with the living traditions of Brahmanism and tantric
practices.

Chilika Lake, Odisha, India

Asia's largest brackish water lagoon with water spread ranging from 1165 sq km
m the rainy season to 906 sq km in the dry season is nestled in the heart of the
coastal Odisha (Orissa). It extends from Bhusandpur in Puri district in the North
to Rambha-Malud in Ganjan district in the South, separated from the Bay of
Bengal by a 60 km long narrow strip of marshy islands and sand-flats.

Some of the prominent islands like Nalabana, Kalijal, Somolo, Honeymoon,
Break-fast, Birds and Rajahansa inhabited by small subsistence fishermen
families, are popular destinations for daily boat trips. Because of its rich bio-
diversity and socio-economic importance, Chilika was designated as
a Ramsar site in 1981 to afford better protection.

Chilika is recognized as one of the most important wetlands in the world
because it is home to a phenomenal variety of birds. Chilika Lake offers visitors a
spectacular display of its colorful avian charms in a thousand different hues
presented by over 160 species in the peak season between November and
February. The lake and its reed islands teem with nesting birds-white bellied sea
eagles, ospreys, golden plovers, sand pipers, flamingos, pelicans, shovellers,
gulls, include migratory ones flying great distances from Iran, Central Asia and
Siberia.

Migratory Birds at Bird island

Aerial View map of Chilika Lake



The large Nalabana Island (Forest of Reeds) covering about 16 sq km in the
lagoon area was declared a bird sanctuary in 1987. The core area of about 9 sq
km attracts around 400,000 waterfowls of different species. Often underwater,
the island gradually emerges with the outset of summer. It is literally a paradise
for bird-watchers.

Another major attraction at Chilika is Irrawady dolphins which are often spotted
off Satpada Island. Satpada, bounded by the lagoon on three sides, offers an
excellent view and attracts the visitors to its entire 30 km stretch of sand bar.
Boats arranged by OTDC are available for both the islands. The lake also
supports the local fisherman in earning their living from Chilika's prawn, mackerel
and crabs.

Breakfast Island

A National Park for Crocodiles

Bhitarkanika National Park, Odisha, India
Bhitarkanika National Park - Considered one of the most impressive wildlife
sanctuaries of Asia, the Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary in Odisha (Orissa) is

]

special due to reasons more than one. BlﬂTﬂ.ﬂ‘HﬁHlHﬂ. NATH
Housing the dynamic and salt tolerant sz
species of trees, the Mangroves that
generally grow in tropical and sub-
tropical inter-tidal regions; Bhitarkanika
has a luxuriant green, rich and
pulsating eco-system.

Located in the estuarial region of Brahmani-Baitarani, in the north-eastern place
of Kendrapara district of Odisha (Orissa), the sanctuary covers an area of 672
square kilometers of mangrove forests and wetland. Crossed by a thick network
of brooks, with the Bay of Bengal on the east, Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary is
home to over 215 species of birds, including winter migratory birds from Europe
and central-Asia.

sandpebbl

Apart from the Mangroves, another rarity that the sanctuary has to its account is
the inhibition of its ecosystem by the Giant Salt Water Crocodiles and numerous
varieties of other animal species. It is because of these specialties only that a
vast expanse of forest around 145 square kilometers has been officially declared
as the Bhitarkanika National Park. This park including mangrove forests, creeks,
estuaries, rivers, accumulated land, backwater and mud flats is very significant
for the ecological, biological and
geomorphologic background of Odisha
(Orissa).

To add more, the Bhitarkanika Wildlife
Sanctuary in Odisha (Orissa) is also
rich in avifauna, reptilian and
mammalian population. The mangrove
forests in the sanctuary are also a good




habitat for King Cobra, Water Monitor Lizard and Indian Python. An area of about
4 hectares is visited by a large number of water birds every year from June to
October. The area near Suajore creek at the sanctuary is frequently visited by
Asian Open Bill, Cormorants, Darters, Black Ibis, Egrets and many more.

dayagiri & Khandagiri Cav
Udayagiri & Khandagiri Caves One of
the earliest groups of Jain rock-cut
shelters, the caves of Udayagiri (Hill of
Sunrise) and Khandagiri (Broken Hills)
command a unique position in the filed
of history, rock-cut architecture, art and
religion. The two hills rise abruptly from
the coastal plain, about six km west of
Bhubaneswar, separated by a highway.

Called lena, in the inscriptions, the
caves of Udayagiri and Khandagin are
essentially dwelling retreats or cells of
the Jain ascetics, opening directly into
the verandah or the open space in front.
Mostly excavated near the top of the
ledge or boulder, they simply provided
dry shelter for meditation and prayer,
with very little amenities even for small comforts. The height being too low, does

not allow a man to stand erect.

Each cell was tenanted by several monks. The cells are austerely plain, but their
facades are encrusted with sculptures depicting auspicious objects worshipped
by Jains, court scenes, royal processions, hunting expeditions and scenes of
daily life. The austere later additions, when Jainism no longer enjoyed royal
patronage in this part, show 24 Jain tirthankars. At present, all the important

caves have been numbered for to avoid confusion in nomenclature.

B hist mon ries in Odisha, Indi

RATNAGIRI

(Jewel Mountain) is an excavated area
comprising of two quadrangular
monasteries, along with the remains of
eight temples and about 300 minor
stupas. The development of Buddhist
art and architecture at Ratnagiri, whose
ancient name was Ratnagiri P
Mahaviharaya Arya Viksu Sangha, took b ;
place between 5th century AD and 13th century AD. Most of the sculptures
found here date back to 8th and 9th centuries. It was a part of the Puspagiri
University, together with Lalitgiri and Udayagiri.

Lo o W

LALITGIRI

Set in the valley of two rivers, Birupa and Chitrotpala, the monastery was
discovered by a local British official in 1905. A seven year excavation of the site
by the Archaeological Survey of India beginning in 1985 yielded a number of
stone inscriptions, seals, sealing, and potsherds, which established the site as
having flourished between 2nd-3rd and 14-15th century AD. It is a popular tourist
destination and pilgrimage site for its enormous brick monasteries.
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DHAULIGIRI

CHANDRAGIRI

In the year 2010, Dalai Lama inaugurated South Asia’s biggest monastery at
Chandragiri near Berhampur. Spread over 10 acres, the monastery houses a 21
feet high idol of Buddha, 17-feet high second Buddha Padma Sambhav and the
idol of Avaloketeswara. The foundation stone for the monastery was laid in 2003
and the construction was completed in 2009 at a cost of rupees eight crore.
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WALKING NAKED

Zawadi Athanas Macha (Tanzania)
TEHAE BR - BFIFEEH

“Today | have a proposal to take you to a fascinating point in
Japan” without asking twice, the response was a heavy YES!
Anytime!! That was in fact some years ago. The day arrived
and the trip began, we were four (two Japanese men, two
Africans i.e. | and another lady). The first stopping point was
in the Japanese farming communities to see real production of rice, edamame,
watching that was real cool as they were harvesting. Then we moved further to see the
pottery market, | felt like buying the whole market as my eyes fell on beautiful arts.
Lastly, we stopped at some point and our hosts said finally we have arrived at our
actual focus of today, Wow! What is this place? This is Onsen, natural spring where you
can relax both body and mind. But after getting inside you need to get naked and walk
to the pool. What?!? We were both puzzled at once, and asked more and more
questions. In the end none of us agreed to enter that place.

| became curious and kept investigating other internationals about their first feeling
upon hearing of Onsen, most of them had similar response with mine. Despite multiple
invitations, my response kept being same (sad).

This sat until March 10, 2019 when | visited the world Heritage — Gokayama, in Toyama
where | encountered an amazing experience that made me to sit down and write
something to convince anyone who feels offended by the introductory section of Onsen.

Surely for a first timer is annoying, let you ignore that feeling and enjoy nature! It's super
refreshing. Of course, now | can’t wait for an invite, simply a big fan. On top of that, at
Gokayama | got a chance to enjoy metal crafting, maccha making as well as seeing
active old Japanese village and amazing illuminations.

JAPAN AFRO “KIMONO” BEAUTY

Kimono (GB¥), E=HM) is not just a wear! It is filled with lots of hidden etiquette. The
complexity range starts with inner wear, posture, walking, posing and many more. It
was during 2019 winter time when | got to experience it, every step was surprising
before long | got to remember an article that said ‘May be 70% of Japanese women do
not know how to wear a kimono completely, even if these things are placed in front of
them’. A Japanese friend Chizu-san is indeed a professional and she was keen on
every step until when it was time to put on the kimono Obi; eish!! my shape!! If not
mistaken they call it Hourglass Body Shape which is in general little different from
Japanese one, | recall she had to add enough towels to combat that, which actually
worked well. | put on a green flowery kimono and visited the famous Yokokan garden in
Fukui-Shi which have beautiful nature and history.

Remember! Never be in hurry walking with a Kimono, sit properly and follow posing
customs during photo taking are quickest must-do’s. Kimono is all about grace! | can’t
wait to dive on it again in Sakura (cherry blossom) season.
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Local Community Exchange Activities **

180513 FIABS»>&EHYOY ( I\'f‘J) 180714 FIAABANDKERB LTI —
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190127 ZRBFLELDORAS
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FARTEEN
On Campus Activities
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180403 Welcome Party (Spring)

- - -

- - -
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180526 Campus Festival Indonesia

180526 Campus Festival Indonesia
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180526 Campus Festival 60— )L

180526 Campus Festival &£DY—U )b

180526 Campus Festival Malaysia

180927 Welcome Party (Autumn)
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181218 Christmas Party

L RENTAL

190118 19th Ski Tour (Skidam Katsuyama)
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190124 Get-together Party

190124 Get-together Party
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190125 AED First-aid Training
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Zhang Xiaoyan (China)
TEAARE L RERERSEARIZEN (EFYRATLDEH)

Hello. I am ZHANG XIAOYAN. Since last October, | have been studying at
University of Fukui as a doctoral student from Xi'an, CHINA.

| am very honored to be part of Kokornet magazine. Actually, this is my
first time to design magazine cover. Nothing could be more wonderful! |
want to tell everyone that life here (Fukui University) is very enjoyable and
bright. So, | chose “beauty, happiness and future” as a theme. On the
cover, there are grass, flowers, trees, houses, butterflies, rabbits and so
on, a scene of spring blossoms, very beautiful and warm, just like our life
here, colorful. | believe that everyone can excitedly spend their time here
like the rabbits, and | also hope that everyone in the future can fly freely to
the desired future like a butterfly.

| know that this design may not be perfect, but | hope it will transfer some
sweetness to the people who see the cover. | need more practice and |
will be very excited to get your suggestion. Thanks a lot !
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